The regular meeting of the Village of Margaretville Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Hubbell at 5:00 pm on February 21, 2023 in the Village Offices, 773 Main Street, Margaretville, New York. The following members were in attendance:
John Hubbell		Mayor
Dave Budin		Trustee
Iris Mead		Trustee
Sarah Hubbell		Trustee
Jeffrey Warren 	Trustee

Also in attendance were Diane Galusha, Nelson Delameter, Jesse Hilson and Mike Martin.

*All unanimous votes are unanimous without the Mayor voting unless otherwise noted*
Those in attendance stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
MINUTES
A motion was made by Trustee Budin and seconded by Trustee Warren to accept the minutes of the January 17, 2023 and January 20, 2023 meetings with the following changes:
Change the first sentence to read:
A special meeting of the Village of Margaretville Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Hubbell at 1:30 on January 20, 2023, in the Village Offices, 773 Main Street, Margaretville, New York.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Mayor Hubbell asked the public in attendance for any comment. There was none.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF THE TOWN OF MIDDLETOWN UPDATE
Diane Galusha was in attendance thank the Village Board for their past support of the Historical Society and respectfully requested that the village continue that support in their next fiscal year. She made a request that much needed repairs be made to the Margaretville Cemetery. 
She also gave an update on the Society’s activities in 2023:
· Breaking ground on the construction of an 1100 sq ft addition to their current hall in March to house their archives, reading/research room, new restrooms, lobby and office. Landscaping and upgrades to the existing hall will be made as well.
· Holding the tenth living history event will be at the Margaretville Cemetery in June.
· Holding an event called Middletown Ablaze in August at the Catskill Watershed Corporation building to examine major fires in the Town of Middletown over the last 150 years.
· Holding a History of Surveying event in October.
 
REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS AND AMBULANCE SERVICE WORKERS
Nelson Delameter was in attendance to discuss this matter, explaining that fire companies across the state and country are in a crisis situation due to lack of volunteers. He discussed a law that was signed in December 2022 by Governor Hochul allowing up to a ten percent reduction in assessed property value for qualifying fire department members and ambulance workers for their own property, residential, not commercial. He acknowledged it as a good effort, but not yet enough to solve the ongoing recruitment problem. He explained that he is working with all departments in the county to clarify program qualifications. The deadline for filing for the exemption through the assessor’s office for this year is March 1, 2023, and any current participants in the program will not see the benefits until the following year. Mr. Delameter asked the board to look closely at this process and hold the required public hearing and procedures  that will allow this to happen in the Village. 

After discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Hubbell and seconded by Trustee Budin to hold a Public Hearing on March 22, 2023 at 4:45pm to hear comment on a local law concerning Real Property Tax Exemption for Volunteer Firefighters and Ambulance Workers. The motion passed unanimously.

NY RISING UPDATES
Mayor Hubbell reported the following on the New York Rising projects:

MFD and DPW Facility Improvements: 
There has been no change in the status of this project.

A motion was made by Trustee Warren and seconded by Trustee Hubbell to approve payment in the amount of $4,496.58 to RAM-TECH Engineers, P.C. for Invoice #2023012 and #2023013 dated February 1, 2023 for the FD & DPW Facility Improvements project upon the approval of the Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery. The motion passed unanimously. 

Binnekill Bulkhead Levee Repair and Improvements
There has been no change in the status of this project.

Bull Run
There has been no change in the status of this project. 

WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
A Summary of Water System Needs and Opinion of Project Costs prepared by Lamont Engineers for this project was reviewed and discussed. The report showed estimated costs for proposed upgrades as follows:  

Control and Telemetry System Replacement			$150.000.
New 83,000-gallon water storage tank with foundation         $375,000.
New water service meters with radio read system                  $296,000.

Mayor Hubbell has reached out to NYS State Senator Peter Oberacker for help in securing grant funding for this project. At this time, the telemetry system and water storage tank are in greatest need of upgrading.   


CEMETERY RULES
A motion was made by Trustee Hubbell and seconded by Trustee Mead to approve the proposed changes to the Cemetery Rules and Regulations with the following changes:

4c.ii	Correct to read $750. per single weekday opening. 
5a	Amend to read: The Village of Margaretville DPW shall act as the caretaker of the     cemetery.
6d	Remove the sentence that reads: One cremation on the top of one casket burial is permitted upon previous written approval by the Board of Trustees.
8b.i	Amend second sentence to read: Plot owners shall provide at least seven (7) days’ notice to the Village Clerk to allow village officials reasonable time to mark proper locations for the foundation. 
11b	Amend to read: These Cemetery Rules and Regulations shall be printed and conspicuously posted upon the cemetery grounds.

The motion passed unanimously.

PAVILION USE APPLICATION
A motion was made by Trustee Warren and seconded by Trustee Hubbell to approve the application for the use of the Margaretville Park and Pavilion submitted by the Middletown Republican Committee for the use of the Village of Margaretville Park and Pavilion for Armed Services Day event on May 20, 2023 as long as any Covid-19 restrictions in place at the time of the event including occupancy limits are adhered to. The motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Trustee Warren and seconded by Trustee Hubbell to approve the application for the use of the Margaretville Park and Pavilion submitted by the Central Catskill Chamber of Commerce for the use of the Village of Margaretville Park and Pavilion for the 19th Annual Cauliflower Festival on September 23, 2023 as long as any Covid-19 restrictions in place at the time of the event including occupancy limits are adhered to. The motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS
PROPOSED UPDATE TO NYS UNIFORM CODES
A motion was made by Trustee Mead and seconded by Trustee Hubbell to hold a Public Hearing on March 22, 2023 at 4:50pm to hear comment on a local law providing for the administration and enforcement of the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code. The motion passed unanimously.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RECORDS MANAGEMENT IMPROVEMENT FUND GRANT
Estimates for the remodel of an office for a records room were reviewed by the board as follows:

Mountain Ridge Excavation & Construction   	(02/14/2023)		$24,275.
CD Construction Solutions                                         (02/13/2023)               $21,500.
Rizer Construction & Excavation                               (02/07/2023)               $16,225.

After discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Mead and seconded by Trustee Warren to approve the selection of Rizer Construction & Excavation to do work as described in the estimate dated February 7, 2023 to be charged to the LGRMIF grant upon approval of the funding application.

INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT UPDATE
A copy of the independent audit report prepared by RBT, CPAs LLP as was required due to receiving more than $750,000. or more in federal awards in a fiscal year was presented to the bord for review. There were no findings noted in the report.

OTHER
FLOOD INFORMATION AND BOCHURES AVAILABLE IN VILLAGE HALL
Mayor Hubbell announced that public resources concerning flooding were available at the village hall during business hours. 

MARCH WORKSHOP TO DISCUSS BUDGET
After discussion, the board agreed to hold a workshop per the regular schedule to discuss the budget on March 7, 2023 at 5pm. 

HANDOUTS
Copies of the following documents were handed out to the board for their information:
· Delaware County Chamber of Commerce 2022 Year in Review
· Delaware County Resolution No. 34 Supporting the December 2022 Revised FAD
· Delaware County Soil & Water Local Flood Analysis (LFA) information

PAY BILLS
Voucher #’s 228-256 in the amount of $107,086.44 were audited and approved for payment. 

The voucher for the purchase and installation of the transmission of the 2011 Ford dump truck was questioned. The purpose of the special meeting on January 20, 2023 was to approve solely the purchase of the transmission. The additional charges for the installation would be paid at a later date once the work was completed. After discussion, the bill was approved to cover the cost of the transmission only at this time. 
ADJOURN
A motion was made by Trustee Hubbell and seconded by Trustee Budin to adjourn the meeting at 6:17pm. The motion passed unanimously.





								Karen McMurray
								Account Clerk

