The regular meeting of the Village of Margaretville Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Hubbell at 5:00pm on July 16, 2024 in the Village Offices, 773 Main Street, Margaretville, New York. The following members were in attendance:
[bookmark: _Hlk158277607]John Hubbell		Mayor
Dave Budin		Trustee
Iris Mead		Trustee
Jeffrey Warren		Trustee

Also in attendance were Eleanor Preiss, Morgan Spaulding, Peg Ellsworth and Luke Beemer. 
*All unanimous votes are unanimous without the Mayor voting unless otherwise noted*
Those in attendance stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.
GRANTS
PRO-HOUSING 
Peg Ellsworth, Executive Director of the MARK Project, Inc. was in attendance to introduce Luke Beemer, the MARK Project’s new Housing Development Coordinator and who will be working with the local municipalities on the Pro-Housing application and certification process and continuing with the site identification process for housing opportunities.  
Ms. Ellsworth also commented on the status of other grant processes:
RESTORE NY
Waiting on a site visit to the building with the Empire State Development. The initial visit was rescheduled. 
DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION INITIATIVE
Waiting for information on the new guidelines for this year and expecting the information to be available mid-August.

SMART GROWTH
Will be telephone conferencing on July 18, 2024 with Michelle Higgins and Dylan Walrath from the Department of State. Hoping to coordinate the Comprehensive Plan update efforts with the Town.
MINUTES
A motion was made by Trustee Mead and seconded by Trustee Warren to accept the minutes of the regular meeting held June 18, 2024 as presented. The motion passed unanimously. 
OLD BUSINESS
THRIVING COMMUNITIES PROGRAM (ATIIP)
A motion was made by Trustee Mead and seconded by Trustee Budin to authorize the Mayor to sign a letter of support to NYSDOT for a grant application submitted under the Federal Highway Administration’s Active Transportation Infrastructure Investment Program (ATIIP). Obtained funding would be used to conduct a planning study and to conduct a preliminary design for active transportation improvements along NYS Route 28 between Margaretville and Arkville. The motion passed unanimously. 
PAVILION USE APPLICATION
A motion was made by Mayor Hubbell and seconded by Trustee Mead to approve the Application for Pavilion Use submitted by the Delaware County Democratic Committee/Middletown Democratic Committee for a Soapbox Social on September 8, 2024. The motion passed unanimously.
GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE
A notice of renewal and 2024 premium rates for Excellus BlueCross BlueShield group health insurance was handed out for the board’s review. The current policy will expire August 31, 2024. 
NEW HIRES
A motion was made by Trustee Warren and seconded by Trustee Budin to approve the hire of Carter Stratton and Sawyer Ackerley as summer laborers at the minimum wage rate with one of the salaries to be reimbursed through the Delaware County Summer Youth Program. The motion passed unanimously. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Mayor Hubbell and seconded by Trustee Warren to enter Executive Session at 5:25pm to discuss the employment history of an employee. 
Executive Session ended at 5:41 with the following action being taken:
A motion was made by Mayor Hubbell and seconded by Trustee Mead to appoint Noreen LaBonte to the Clerk position with a salary rate to be determined by the Mayor and the Treasurer not to exceed an hourly rate of $20.50. The motion passed unanimously. 
OTHER 
Trustee Mead pointed out that the Village of Margaretville will be 150 years old in 2025 and something should be done to celebrate. The need for committee members, publicity and funding were discussed. 
PAY BILLS 
Voucher #’s 19-40 in the amount of $25,267.21 were audited and approved for payment.
ADJOURN
A motion was made by Mayor Hubbell and seconded by Trustee Budin to adjourn the meeting at 5:49pm. The motion passed unanimously.




								Karen McMurray
								Account Clerk
